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BISCHENBERG 
The house under the patronage of Our Lady of Sorrows in Bischen­
berg, diocese of Strasbourg, was established on 2nd August 1820, the 
first superior being Father Martin Schoelhorn. This, the first founda­
tion of the Redemptorists in France, served as novitiate from 1821 to 
1824 and from 1825 to 1846. In November 1850 Father Rudolf von 
Smetana, Vicar General beyond the Alps, held a meeting in Bischen­
berg of his consultors and the superiors of the Transalpine. provinces 
in order to decide on means of meeting the problems that had arisen 
with the Neapolitan houses. Bischenberg was suppressed in 1873 but 
reopened in 1894 and is now in the province of Strasbourg. 
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BISHOP ETON 
The house dedicated to Our Lady's Annunciation in Bishop Eton, 
diocese of Liverpool, was established on lOth June 1851. The English 
houses were then still under the jurisdiction of the Belgian province, 
which decided to transfer the communities of Hanley Castle and 
Great Marlow, both of which had parish duties, to a single mission­
ary house to serve the north of England. The purchase of the former 
school of Bishop Eton made the transfer possible. The first superior 
was Father Jose£ Prost. Bishop Eton has served the province of Lon­
don as novitiate, studendate and juvenate. 
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BISHOP'S STORTFORD 
The house and church under the patronage of St. Joseph ··and the 
English Martyrs in Bishop's Stortford was established on 6th May 
1900 at the earnest request of Cardinal Herbert Vaughan of West­
minster. The first superior was Father Oliver Vassall Phillips, whose 
name was long remembered in Bishop's Stortford. Situated in Hert­
fordshire, the house has been a busy centre for missions in the east 
of England. 

BIVONA Giuseppe 

Was born in Menfi in the diocese of Agrigento on 30th April 1836. 
He took his vows as a Redemptorist on 7th October 1856. and was 
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ordained priest 21st September 1861. He decided to join the Roman 
province at the time when the Congregation was divided, but was 
not able to work much in Italy owing to the political disturbances. 
He was in Spain from 1864 to 1868 and then in England for a time. 
He accompanied Father Jean-Pierre Didier to make the foundation 
in Riobamba, Ecuador, in 1870 and remained in South America for 
the rest of his life. He died in Lima on 8th March 1902. 
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BLASUCCI Ven. Domenico 
Was born in Ruvo del Monte in the diocese of Muro Lucano on 5th 
March 17 3 2. He took his vows as a Redemptorist in Iliceto on 2nd 
February 17 51. While still a clerical student he died in Caposele 
on 2nd November 1752. He had always been esteemed for his in­
nocence of life and the cause of his beatification has reached the stage 
of the apostolic process. 
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BLASUCCI Pietro Paolo 
Was born in Ruvo del Monte in the diocese of Muro Lucano on 22nd 
February 17.29. Moved by the example of his younger brother, ve­
nerable Domenico, he entered the Congregation, taking his vows in 
Iliceto on 14th August 1753 and being ordained priest in Bovino 
on 21st April 1754. He won the esteem of St~ Alphonsus, who ap­
pointed him superior of the foundation to be made in Agrigento, Si­
cily, in 1762. Elected Consultor General to St. Alphonsus by the 
assembly of 1780, he returned to Sicily, joining the observance of 
the houses in the Papal States in 1786, but secretly until after the 
death of Alphonsus in 1787. In 1790 he gained royal approval for 
the rule of Ben edict XIV, thereby showing the. way to solve the 
problems raised by the regolamento of 1780. In the cha:pter of re­
union in 1793 he was elected Rector Major. In 1798 he .was impris­
oned in the Camaldolese monastery of Vico Eqtlense by the king, 




